

Soldiers Guide to Citizenship


Introduction:

The Department of Defense has partnered with US Citizenship and Immigration Services (CIS) to assist non-citizen military personnel with their citizenship applications. The goal is to streamline and expedite the handling of their applications. 

The Department of the Army has directed its Battalion (BN) and Brigade Combat Team (BCT) S-1s, Military Personnel Divisions (MPD), and Military Personnel Offices (MILPO) to assist Soldiers with their applications for citizenship and to coordinate with the US Army Human Resources Command (USAHRC) as necessary to facilitate the process.

This guide explains the procedures for Soldiers to apply for citizenship under the military facilitated program and the responsibilities of the BN or BCT S-1s, MPDs, and MILPOs to assist them.  For additional information, Soldiers should visit the CIS website at A Guide to Naturalization.

Applicability:

This Guide was designed to assist Active Army, Army Reserve, and Army National Guard Soldiers who meet the criteria for citizenship based on qualifying military service.  This Guide also helps Soldiers who choose to apply based on their permanent resident status; however, the applications of these Soldiers will not be processed as quickly as those who apply based on qualifying military service. 

Although some information in this Guide may be helpful to Soldiers’ family members, applications for citizenship submitted by the Soldiers’ family members are not part of the Soldier Citizenship Application Program.  Soldiers’ family members who need assistance with applying for citizenship may consult their local Army Community Services (ACS) Center or Legal Assistance Office.  Non-citizen family members of Soldiers may also consult these two websites for helpful information at U.S Citizenship and Immigration Services.

References for Citizenship:

The Soldiers Guide to Citizenship Application.

Point of Contact (NAME) (502) NUM-BERS
 Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

I am a military naturalization applicant.  When am I permitted to file my Application for Naturalization (Form N-400)?

If you are applying for naturalization under Section 329 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (naturalization through U.S. military service during a designated period of hostility), you may file the Application for Naturalization (Form N-400) once you have completed one day of honorable service on active duty or in the Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve.  In most cases, the earliest you can submit your application is during basic training.  Individuals in the Delayed Entry Program (DEP) are typically not eligible to apply.

What is the fee for the Application for Naturalization (Form N-400) filed by spouses of military members?

There is no fee for a current or former military member to file an Application for Naturalization (Form N-400).  The fee for non-military members (including military family members) for the Application for Naturalization is $680 (which includes a biometrics fee of $85).  Individuals who reside abroad at the time of filing the naturalization application are not required to pay the biometrics fee.  Military family members filing a naturalization application from within the United States should submit a single check or money order of $680 made payable to U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Military family members filing a naturalization application from abroad should submit a single check or money order of $595, made payable to U.S. Department of Homeland Security.

A family member applicant may apply for a fee waiver based on economic need (income below the poverty guidelines, see Form I-864 for details on poverty guidelines) and may use Form I-912 to apply for Fee Waiver.

I am an active duty military member and am required to submit biometrics at a USCIS Application Support Center (ASC). Do I need an appointment?

No.  Active duty military members do not need an appointment and will be accepted on a walk-in basis at any ASC in the United States.  You should bring your military ID with you to the ASC.

I am scheduled to deploy in the near future.  How do I notify USCIS?

If you have not yet submitted an application or petition to USCIS, write in bold letters, “I have an upcoming deployment” on the first page of the application/petition, or on a cover sheet attached to your application. If you have already submitted your application and need to notify USCIS of an upcoming deployment, contact the USCIS Military Help Line at 1-877-CIS-4MIL (1-877-247-4645) as soon as possible.

What are the criteria to have an application or petition expedited for military personnel?

USCIS reviews all expedite requests on a case-by-case basis. Some examples of situations that may qualify for expedited processing include:

· Pending military deployment 

· Extreme emergent situation 

· Humanitarian situation

Please contact your local USCIS office or the USCIS Military Help Line at 1 877 CIS 4MIL (1-877-247-4645) for more information.

I am in the military and want to file an I-130 on behalf of my spouse or child. What evidence do I need to provide?

You must provide specific information to establish the bona fides of the relationship between you, the petitioner, and your spouse or child.  You will need to provide evidence of the claimed relationship:

· If you are filing the petition on behalf of an alien spouse, evidence establishing a bona fide marriage between you and the alien

· If you are filing the petition on behalf of an alien child, evidence establishing a parent-child relationship between you and the child

Military-specific evidence can be deemed as strong evidence towards the bona fides of the marriage.  Such evidence may include but is not limited to the following: 

· All pages of the service member’s Form DD-1172, “Application for Uniformed Services Identification Card DEERS Enrollment,” naming dependents 

· Dependent’s Military Identification and Privilege Card

· Form DD-1278, “Certificate of Overseas Assignment to Support Application to File Petition for Naturalization” 

· Copy of Permanent Change of Station (PCS) orders issued to the service member for permanent tour of duty overseas that specifically name the spouse or child

· Designation of the beneficiary on the military members’ Group Life Insurance (SGLI) policy

· Documentation showing that the spouse and/or child resides in military base/post housing

· Living will and/or last will and testament

I am separated from the military and want to apply for naturalization based on my military service.  Does my discharge type (character of service) matter for naturalization eligibility? 

Yes.  You must have received an Honorable or General Under Honorable Conditions discharge in order to be eligible for naturalization under the military provisions, section 328 or 329 of the Immigration and Nationality Act (INA). 

I recently enlisted in the military and am not a citizen.  How can I apply for naturalization while in basic training?  

Bring your completed Application for Naturalization (Form N-400) and a Request for Certification of Military or Naval Service (Form N-426) with you to basic training.  Depending on your branch of service and unit, you may have the opportunity to submit your application packet, have your naturalization interview, and take the Oath of Allegiance to become a U.S. citizen before you graduate from basic training.  Keep in mind that this initiative is not yet available at all military installations – check with your recruiter or basic training instructor to see if your training site participates.  Refer to the USCIS Document Checklist (M-477) for a list of documents that you may need to submit with your application packet.  

I am serving abroad on active duty.  How do I notify USCIS of my new address?

Members of the military can notify USCIS of their new address by contacting the Military Help Line by e-mail: militaryinfo.nsc@dhs.gov, or telephone: 1 877 247-4645.  You may also go to www.uscis.gov and complete the AR-11 online to change your address. It is important to notify USCIS every time your address changes so that you will continue to receive information and correspondence about your immigration status.

If are stationed in the U.S., you can also change your address with your local USCIS office by making an Infopass appointment through the USCIS website at http://infopass.uscis.gov/. 

I am an active duty military member stationed abroad.  How do I check the status of my application?

You can check their status of any application by clicking on the “Check My Case Status” link on the right-hand side of this page. Note: when checking the status of an I-751, you must use the receipt number from the ASC appointment notice. You may also call the USCIS Military Help Line at 1-877-CIS-4MIL (1-877-247-4645).

I am an active duty military member and am required to submit biometrics at a USCIS Application Support Center (ASC). Do I need an appointment?

No.  Active duty military members do not need an appointment and will be accepted on a walk-in basis at any ASC in the United States.  You should bring your military ID with you to the ASC

Can I submit fingerprints before I file the Application for Naturalization (Form N-400)?

Yes.  You may submit fingerprints even if you have not yet submitted an Application for Naturalization. 

Where can military members or dependents that are living abroad go to have the fingerprints taken?

Military members and dependents stationed abroad can submit 2 properly completed FD-258 Fingerprint Cards taken by the Military Police, Department of Homeland Security officials or U.S. Embassy or Consulate officials.

If my military installation does not use FD-258, can I submit another type of fingerprint document instead?

FD-258 is the preferred document used to submit fingerprint, however USCIS may be able to accept a comparable document, such as the Department of Defense SF-87, in place of the FD-258.  Please contact the USCIS Military Help Line at 1-877-CIS-4MIL (1-877-247-4645) for more information.

I am serving abroad on active duty.  How do I notify USCIS of my new address?

Members of the military can notify USCIS of their new address by contacting the Military Help Line by e-mail: militaryinfo.nsc@dhs.gov, or telephone: 1 877 247-4645.  You may also go to www.uscis.gov and complete the AR-11 online to change your address. It is important to notify USCIS every time your address changes so that you will continue to receive information and correspondence about your immigration status.

If are stationed in the U.S., you can also change your address with your local USCIS office by making an Infopass appointment through the USCIS website at http://infopass.uscis.gov/.
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